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Quick reference

Biodiversity: The variability among living 
organisms from all sources, including terrestrial, 
marine, and other aquatic ecosystems and the 
ecological complexes of which they are part; 
this includes diversity within species, between 
species, and of ecosystems.

Climate change: A large-scale, long-term shift 
in the planet’s weather patterns or average 
temperatures.

Cultural services:  The non-material benefits 
people obtain from ecosystems through spiritual 
enrichment, cognitive development, reflection, 
recreation and aesthetic experiences – thereby 
taking account of landscape values.

Ecosystem services: Benefits that people derive 
from natural ecosystems such as clean water and 
clean air.

Common pool resources: Goods and services 
from nature that are subtractable, but are difficult 
to exclude access to or charge a price for, such as 
fish stocks and forest timber.

Externalities: A cost or benefit that affects a party 
or society, who did not choose to incur that cost 
or benefit, such as pollution.

Green economy: An approach which can generate 
economic growth while at the same time improve 
people’s lives and enhance and sustain the value 
of natural capital and the ecosystem services it 
provides. 

Natural capital: The stock of biotic and abiotic 
resources within natural ecosystems (land, air, 
minerals, water, living organisms), from which 
people derive benefits.

Natural resource management: ways in which 
societies manage the supply of or access to the 
natural resources upon which they rely for their 
survival and development.

Natural wealth: naturally occurring source of 
wealth, as land or water. 

Natural resources: the natural wealth of a country, 
consisting of land, forests, mineral deposits, and 
water.

Property rights: The rights of individuals or groups 
of individuals to use or benefit from resources, 
goods or services, which cannot be taken away, 
even by government, without compensation.

Provisioning services:  The products obtained 
from ecosystems, including food, fibre, fuel, 
genetic resources, biochemicals, natural 
medicines, pharmaceuticals, ornamental 
resources, and fresh water.

Regulating services: The benefits obtained from 
the regulation of ecosystem processes, including 
air quality regulation, climate regulation, water 
regulation, erosion regulation, water purification, 
disease regulation, pest regulation, pollination, 
and natural hazard protection.

Supporting services: The services that are 
necessary for the production of all other 
ecosystem services including soil formation, 
photosynthesis, primary production, nutrient 
cycling, and water cycling. Sometimes called 
habitat services.
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About this booklet

Nature is the life source for all humanity. Without it, humans cannot survive and 
prosper. We need nature for food, clean water, shelter and well-being. In order for 
nature to keep on providing to us, we must take care of it.

What this booklet does
This booklet...

... describes the importance of nature to human well-being in Myanmar. 

... is a conversation-starter about natural capital for decision makers.

... is a reference book with links to useful resources and a quick guide to technical 
terms.

The booklet does this by...

... breaking down jargon and technical terms and grounding them in real life 
situations. By doing this, the booklet equips you with easy to use terms and 
examples of  how nature is important to us, why we need to look after it and ideas 
as to how to do this.

... providing simple and compelling information on the importance of nature so 
you can refer to it in meetings, discussions and workshops when you need  to find 
the messages, facts and stories. 

What this booklet does not do:

The booklet is not a technical step-by-step guide on how to best conserve 
nature or an academic paper which compares different economic tools used for 
measuring and valuing nature.

See Section 8 for a list of useful resources to further your natural capital journey.
“We use nature because it’s valuable. 
We lose it because it’s free.”

- Pavan Sukhdev
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1. Introduction

Myanmar is undergoing rapid transformation in its politics, civil society, 
and economy. 

The parliament and cabinet have been empow-
ered to make changes and are now drafting, 
debating, and passing new laws and policies. 
Civil society organizations – both old and new – 
are growing in their ability to influence a variety 
of development issues. 

While the country is experiencing rapid economic 
growth, it is also facing pressing human develop-
ment needs. The country currently ranks 148 out 
of 188 in the Human Development Index (HDI). 
More than 25% of the population lives below the 
national poverty line. This reaches 50% in rural 

areas, where 70% of the population lives1.

Myanmar’s economy and people depend heavily 
on its ‘natural capital’ - the stock of natural assets 
that provide benefits to society. For example, the 
livelihoods of over 70% of Myanmar’s popula-
tion and nearly 40% of GDP rely on agriculture, 
livestock, fisheries, and forestry.  Meeting human 
development needs, therefore, and the increasing 
demands for food, energy, and water will depend 
on how well Myanmar’s natural capital is 
managed now and in the future2.

Myanmar in numbers

73 billion
Value of Myanmar’s forest 
ecosystem services in US$ 
per year.

70%
Proportion of Myanmar’s 
population working in 
agriculture. 31.8 billion

Hectares of forest in 2010.

25%
People living below the 

poverty line. This figure is 
50% in rual areas.

Myanmar is home to globally important and unique 
biodiversity, some species being found only in this 
country. Many of its ecosystem service hotspots not only 
benefit people and their communities, but also serve as 
a habitat for wildlife. Our conservation efforts therefore 
sustain nature’s gifts to the Myanmar people, while 
protecting its extraordinary wildlife.

- A. Christy Williams, Country Director, WWF Myanmar

1. UNDP (2014). 2. Mandle, et al. (2017).
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2. Unpacking the jargon

This section explains key terms that are in use at the moment by the 
international and national conservation community. The focus is on 
technical terms that are  important for parliamentarians and policy makers 
in Myanmar to understand for environmental policy making, negotiations 
and land use planning.

So what is...

... natural capital?

Natural capital is the stock of natural assets – 
such as land, water, soil, plants, wildlife and air – 
that provide benefits to people, society in general 
and the economy. Natural capital is essential 
for development to be sustainable over the 
long-term as it provides crucial “functions” and 
“services” to the economy and society. Under-
standing where, when and how nature matters 
for people’s lives and livelihoods is essential for 
making decisions that secure these assets for 
economic and social development. 

Myanmar’s natural capital is still, in many 
cases, continuing to be over-used and exploited. 
However, and thanks to the introduction and the 
growing understanding of the concept of natural 
capital, decision makers are now starting to see 

the actual value of nature, particularly to the 
well-being of society and to the economy. Today, 
for example, we can see the term being used and 
reflected in environment policies, such as Myan-
mar’s National Environmental Policy, which is an 
encouraging step towards valuing and protecting 
nature in the country.

... an ecosystem service?

Natural capital provides benefits to people called 
ecosystem services. These services include the 
pollination of crops by insects, storm-surge 
protection provided by coastal mangroves and 
carbon sequestration from forests to provide a 
stable climate. These services are not directly 
consumed, are often not priced in markets, but 
yet provide considerable value to people.

Human capitalSocial capital

Natural 
capital

Financial capital

Manufactured  capital

Transformation

Community wellbeing
Get to know the five capitals

• Financial capital, such as monetary wealth

• Manufactured capital, such as factories, infrastructure and buildings

• Human capital, including education, skills and labour

• Social capital, which includes institutions and trust

• Natural capital, such as the air, water, minerals and biodiversity

A useful way of thinking about natural capital is to see 
it in the context of other types of capital, which are 
also vital to a fully functioning society. These are:

“Environment and natural resources management will recognise 
the critical roles that Myanmar’s natural capital and ecosystem 
services play in the country’s society and economy.”

- Policy principle 3, Myanmar’s National Environmental Policy.
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Provisioning services
Timber, drinking water, dam flows, building 
materials, wild fish

Human and community benefits
Ecosystem service flows that are harnessed, harvested or exploited benefit the people and communities 

of Myanmar

Regulating services
Climate regulation, sediment control, flood 
& storm control, detoxification

Cultural services
Recreation, tourism, cultural, artistic 
& religious inspiration

Supporting services
Ecosystem functions, pollination, soil formation, nutrient cycling, nursery services

Ecosystem services Ecosystem services are the benefits from nature that flow 
to people and communities. They can be divided into 4 
categories: ‘provisioning’, ‘cultural’, ‘regulating’, and the 
underlying ‘supporting’ services.

... a Green Economy Approach?

A green economy takes into account the value of 
nature and promotes investments and economic 
development that supports people and protect 
nature. The approach can generate economic 
growth while improving people’s lives and 
enhancing and sustaining the value of natural 
capital and the services it provides. According to 
the United Nations Environment Programme, 
“A green economy results in improved human 
well-being and social equity, while significantly 
reducing environmental risks and ecological 
scarcities.”

... natural capital assessments?

Natural capital assessments map where a 
country’s natural capital is located, what 
ecosystem services it provides to people, and 
how those services will change under different 
climate change, population and/or development 
scenarios.

... natural capital accounting?

Natural capital accounting is the process of 
calculating the total amount (in physical and/
or monetary terms) of natural capital and 
ecosystem services in a given ecosystem or 
region. The results of both natural capital assess-

The importance of valuing ecosystem services
Ecosystem valuation uses economics to assign a monetary value to an ecosystem and/or its 
ecosystem services. This enables decision makers to understand the contribution of nature to 
society. 

For example, by quantifying and/or monetizing these services, decision makers are able to 
see more clearly the benefits of a standing forest to society e.g. through reduced flooding and 
erosion, increased carbon sequestration and water purification. 

Specific to Myanmar, the valuation of ecosystem services could help to avoid the costs 
associated with flooding and landslides like that of  Cyclone Komen which happened in 2015.

Ecosystem valuation can therefore provide important information to policy-makers and 
conservationists to enable them to:

• evaluate management impacts; and 

• compare trade-offs of different land use policy scenarios. 

This in turn contributes towards better decision-making, ensuring that policy appraisals fully 
take into account the costs and benefits to the natural environment.
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ments and natural capital accounting can support planning 
and development across and within key sectors, including 
energy, transport, agriculture, and health, while strength-
ening climate resilience and promoting adaptation planning.

... conservation finance?

Conservation finance refers to a range of financial mecha-
nisms that can help fund the conservation of nature. Conser-
vation finance seeks to align incentives to help ensure that 
forests, for example, are more valuable standing than cut 
down for timber. Conservation finance can create powerful 
monetary incentives to keep ecosystems intact while still 
enabling  people to benefit from these places for their lives 
and livelihoods.

Conservation finance can take the form of grants, loans, 
bonds, trust funds, swaps, green investments etc. Incentives 
can also be non-monetary in the form of assistance with 
agricultural improvement, education, health or other needs.

... Green GDP?

Countries around the world have started to develop better 
and more accurate measurements of development and 
human well-being that take into account the natural capital 
of a country and the sustainability of growth over the long 
term. This requires countries to go beyond GDP, which only 
measures economic activity. Terms that capture this concept 
include not only Green GDP but also GDP+, inclusive 
wealth, wealth of nations and Gross Ecosystem Product 
(in China). This can help countries improve how natural 
resources are used and make better investment decisions.

Green GDP, sometimes also known as GDP+ or Inclusive 
wealth, is an approach that takes into account natural 
capital and environmental “costs” related to economic 
growth, for example the depletion of resources (minerals, 
land, forests, water) by production, the loss of biodiversity 
or the cost of pollution.

“Without a healthy environment we can’t end 
poverty or build prosperity. We all have a role to 
play in protecting our only home.”

— António Guterres, Secretary-General, United Nations 
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3. Myanmar’s natural capital

Myanmar has a wealth of natural capital. This underpins all economic 
activity and human well-being.

From three of the most pristine rivers in the 
region to one of the largest deltas in the world, 
many forested areas still intact and species such 
as the Indochinese tiger, Asian elephant and 
Irrawaddy dolphin, Myanmar is abundant with 
natural wealth. 

This natural wealth also provides a multitude 
of ecosystem services which include clean water 
for drinking, irrigation and energy production, 

protection from natural hazards such as flooding 
and landslides, and opportunities for nature-
based tourism, to name just a few. 

The development and resource management 
decisions that Myanmar makes in the coming 
years will have long-term consequences for the 
country’s natural capital and its prospects for 
sustainable and inclusive growth.

Seeing the benefit: How natural 
capital supports Myanmar’s people 
and the economy
WWF recently completed a study on how 
Myanmar’s natural capital is essential to the 
well-being of its people. For example, Myanmar’s 
forests and other natural ecosystems help 
prevent soil from eroding into streams, thereby 
keeping drinking water supplies pure and 
reducing siltation of hydropower reservoirs. 
These ecosystems also slow down water runoff 
during the rainy season, storing rainwater 
in the soil and releasing it slowly over time, 
which helps to provide a steady supply of 
water over the dry season. By reducing the 
amount of surface water that runs off the 
land immediately after heavy rains, forests 
also potentially reduce the risk of flooding 
downstream.

Forests in the northern and western parts of Myanmar [including Kachin, Sagaing and 
Chin States] are notable for providing the above benefits to many densely populated areas 
downstream where much of Myanmar’s population lives, such as the Ayeyarwady Delta, 
Yangon and Bago. However, natural habitats in other areas are also important for the local 
communities that live around them.

For example, coastal ecosystems such as mangroves and coral reefs along the coastline 
of Tanintharyi can provide protection from coastal storms and shore erosion by stabilizing 
sediments and reducing the strength of ocean currents arriving at the shore.

The above are just a few of the countless benefits that nature provides to the people of 
Myanmar. Furthermore, many areas that are important for providing benefits to people are 
also home to much of Myanmar’s rich biodiversity. Therefore, conservation and sustainable 
management of these areas is not only important for Myanmar’s development, but also for 
protecting the country’s precious natural heritage. 

Read more about Natural connections and download the report at myanmarnaturalcapital.org

Habitat 
type

Unit or 
process

Ecosystem 
service

Final 
 service Benefit Value to 

society

Rainforest Trees Sediment 
stability

High water 
quality

Efficient hydro-
powerClear dams

Natural capital Physical flows Monetary flows
Ecosystem service 

valuation
Ecosystem service 

assessments
Natural capital accounts

Operationalising natural capital
Before it can provide value to society, natural capital (e.g. rainforest) can be thought of as going through 
a series of steps, as it is transformed into a benefit that can be captured by the community (e.g. 
electricity). Along the way, it can be assessed and accounted for through different techniques. 
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Mynmar’s natural 
capital & ecosystem 
services

Myanmar’s natural capital provides it with an 
abundance of ecosystem services, from which 
the people and communities gain benefit. 

P

C

S

R

Ecosystem type
Provisioning 
services

Cultural 
services
Regulating 
services
Supporting 
services P

C

S

Cultural association, inspiration, 
recreation

Livelihoods & enterprise

Food, materials, medicinal resources 
(from non-protected species, such as 
fish)

Food security, sufficient nutritous 
food, livelihoods & enterprise

Nursery services, genetic service Future flora and fauna

Biodiversity
It is important that Myanmar retains 
sufficient amounts and types of natural 
capital to provide plentiful flows of 
all these ecosystem services to future 
generations.
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Forests
P

C

S

R Rain production, 
sediment and erosion 
control, climate 
regulation, catchment 
regulation, nutrient 
cycling, potential for 
bio-prospecting

Economic development, 
hazard protection, 
food security, health, 
livelihoods & enterprise, 
water security

Cultural association, 
inspiration, recreation

Social cohesion, 
livelihoods & enterprise

Food, materials, clean 
water

Food security, health, 
sufficient nutritous food, 
livelihoods & enterprise, 
water security

Nursery services, 
genetic service 

Potential for medicines, 
future fauna and flora

Freshwater wetlands and 
rivers wetlands

P

C

S

R Waste treatment, 
sediment retention, 
nutrient cycling

Clean water, dam 
in-flow

Recreation Livelihoods & enterprise

Food, freshwater Food & water security, 
livelihoods & enterprise

Nursery services, 
genetic service Future flora and fauna

P

C

S

R Storm surge 
protection, erosion 
control, climate 
regulation

Hazard protection, stable 
climate

Cultural association, 
inspiration, recreation

Tourism, social cohesion, 
livelihoods & enterprise

Food, materials Food security, sufficient 
nutritous food, livelihoods 
& enterprise

Nursery services, 
genetic service 

Potential for medicines, 
future fauna and flora

Coral reefs

P

C

S

R Storm surge 
protection, erosion 
control, climate 
regulation

Hazard protection, stable 
climate

Cultural association, 
inspiration, recreation

Livelihoods & enterprise

Food, materials Food security, sufficient 
nutritous food, livelihoods 
& enterprise

Nursery services, 
genetic service 

Future flora and fauna

Mangroves & 
seagrass

P Gold, oil Materials, royalties & 
taxes

Minerals

P Food for 
stock

Food security

Grassland

R Climate 
regulation, soil 
stability

Stable 
climate & soil
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4. At risk: 
Myanmar’s threatened environment

Myanmar’s natural capital is at risk due to the accelerating loss of forests 
and degradation of other natural ecosystems. 

These risks are compounded by the potential 
impacts of climate change. Increased variability 
in rainfall, rising temperatures, more frequent 
and intense extreme weather events and rising 
sea levels are among the expected impacts of 
climate change over the coming decades. 

This will likely result in higher levels of erosion, 
flood risk and coastal vulnerability, with serious 
implications for the future prosperity and well-
being of the people of Myanmar. In this context, 
it becomes even more important to conserve 
natural capital now to provide resilience in an 
uncertain future.

Myanmar’s natural capital and ecosystem 
services are under numerous threats. These 
include:

• Deforestation
• Climate change
• Over and illegal fishing
• Unregulated coastal management
• Population growth
• Land conversion and encroachment
• Hydropower development
• Agricultural extensification & intensification 

• Infrastructure development
• Hunting for local consumption and for the 

illegal wildlife trade
• Mining and pollution/lack of proper waste 

management.

But why are these threats 
occurring?
Environmental problems arise when ecosystem 
services are over-exploited and natural capital is 
compromised. For example, fish stocks or timber 
might be harvested at rate faster than their 
sustainable yield.

Many ecosystem services are what econo-
mists call either public goods or common pool 
resources. For both these types of goods and 
services exclusive ownership or obligations 
(property rights) are very hard to define, as it is 
difficult to exclude other people or organizations 
from also using this resource or service.

As such, these benefits from nature tend to be 
under-valued in decisions, or more often, not 
valued at all, and therefore get over-exploited. 

As no one is typically rewarded for providing 
these services, often governments either have to 
provide them, or put in policies or restrictions to 
ensure they are provided. 

This was famously described as ‘The Tragedy of 

the Commons’ by the scientist Garret Hardin 
in 1968. Hardin used an the analogy of cattle 
herders turning out ever more cattle on to 
common/public land, each acting in their own 
interests, but contrary to their collective inter-
ests.

Rivalrous 
goods 

(subtractible in 
their use)

Difficult to 
exclude 

beneficiaries

(No property 
rights)

Individual (marginal) 
benefit outweighs 
marginal losses, 

shared by community

Reduced flow 
of ecosystem 

services 

Increased 
competition 

for resources

Over-
exploitation of 

resources

Damage to 
natural capital 

stocks

The tragedy of the Commons
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Going a bit deeper: Externalities
In economics, an externality (or side 
effect) is the cost (negative externality) or 
benefit (positive externality) that affects 
an individual or group of people who did 
not choose to incur that cost or benefit. 

An example of a negative externality 
is water or air pollution created by a 
company whereby the impacts or social 
costs of this pollution are borne by 
society rather than the polluter. In these 
cases policies need to be put into place 
to ensure that the polluter or emitter 
internalize these costs and bare them 
themselves.

Positive externalities occur when the 
actions of one person or company provide 
a benefit (inadvertent or otherwise) to 
another e.g. bees that are used for honey 
also contribute towards the pollination 
of surrounding crops which helps local 
farmers.

Over and illegal fishing

Deforestation

Unregulated coastal management

Population growth

Land conversion and encroachment

Unsustainable hydro-power 
developmentAgricultural extensification and 

intensification

Unsustainable 
infrastructure development

Mining and pollution / 
lack of proper waste management

Hunting for local consumption and for 
illegal wildlife trade

Threats to Myanmar’s natural capital 
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Naw Mari Yoon
Naw Mari Yoon, an eight-
year-old Karen girl from 
10-Mile Village in the Bago 
Yoma, fetches water from a 
tank her family buried in the 
river to collect water. The 
villagers rely on the river as 
their main source of water, but 
say they’ve noticed the river 
has been getting drier over the 
past few years.

U Kyi Win
U Kyi Win, from Wae Ma Gite 
village, on the Dawei peninsula, 
on his way out to look for fish 
among the mangroves. “It was 
easier to find fish and other 
creatures in the past, but not 
anymore,” he says. “It’s simple – 
the smaller the mangrove forest 
becomes, the less fish and other 
animals there are.”

5. Why we need to look after nature so it looks 
after us

Myanmar is projected to experience high economic growth for the next few 
years. Real GDP growth has been 6-8% for the past few years3. 

Certainly, the rapid changes in the country, 
together with its growing human development 
needs and increased use of natural capital 
‘wealth’ has put the country at a crossroads, 
with two very distinct and far-reaching paths to 
choose.

Myanmar’s development can 
therefore follow one of two paths:

One – business as usual – which leads to fast 
depletion of natural capital, short-term economic 
benefits at high social and environmental costs 

and dependence on non-renewable energy 
sources. 

The other path – the ‘green economy’ approach– 
can lead to sustainably managing and using 
Myanmar’s natural capital, and creating jobs and 
development benefits that are equitably shared 
among its people.  

By applying a green economy approach, 
Myanmar can become a role model for how to 
account for the economic value of natural capital 
in policymaking and development planning.

1. Business as usual
•  depletion of natural capital

• short-term economic benefits

• high social & environmental costs

• non-renewable energy dependency

2. Green economy approach
•  sustainable use of natural capital

• equitable growth in opportunity

• managed social & environmental costs

• energy independence

Two paths for Myanmar:

3. Myanmar Green Economy Policy Framework (2018, forthcoming).
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Why keeping Myanmar’s forest intact makes economic sense
As we have seen in section 3 above, Myanmar’s expansive forests  - from dry forests to 
rainforests to mangrove forests - provide essential ecosystem services to the sustainability of 
the country’s economy but also to the well-being of its people. 

When forests are degraded, huge impacts can be incurred. For example, we can witness huge 
drops in agricultural productivity to the a reduction in climate resilience with an increase in 
droughts and/or landslides or flooding, to name but a few. Not only do these impacts have a 
huge impact upon society but also on the economy. 

By keeping Myanmar’s forests intact these impacts can be counteracted. It also makes 
sense economically: over the next twenty years, the net gain or value-added to the economy 
from choosing to invest in forest conservation rather than to allow forests to continue to be 
degraded are estimated to be around MMK 37 trillion (US$ 39 billion) – which translates to a 
Net Present Value of some MMK 9 trillion (US$ 10 billion)4.
 
4. Emerton & Min Aung (2013).
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6. Connecting the dots: 
Making sustainability happen in Myanmar

The Government of Myanmar wants to build an economy that not only 
creates jobs, and improves people’s income levels and well-being, but also 
sustains the natural capital upon which the country’s people and economy 
depend. 

Today, a vision to develop the country in a 
sustainable way is becoming visible in a number 
of government plans, policies and strategies that 
have been developed over the last few years e.g. 
the Green Economy Policy Framework as well as 
Myanmar Sustainable Development Plan.

In order to maintain this momentum it is impor-

tant that national decision makers not only look 
to international frameworks, such as the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals, for 
support and guidance on achieving sustainable 
development, but that they also continue to align 
their policies, strategies and plans with the green 
economy approach. 

Myanmar’s Green Economy Policy Framework 
This is a guiding document to enable decision-makers at union, state and regional level to 
identify investments that should be promoted in order to support a Green Economy in Myanmar 
and delivers multiple benefits to people, environment and the economy. 

The Framework identifies fiscal and other policies needed as well as capacity building and 
awareness raising to ensure that investments in Myanmar deliver positive outcomes. It can 
be used by sectoral ministries, as well as by multi-sectoral agencies to design medium-
term development plans, to prioritize private and public investments as well as support the 
development of the union and state/regional budgets.

“Myanmar’s rich natural capital provides critical 
benefits to its people and underpins its economy.”

- Myanmar National Environment Policy , 2018 (forthcoming)
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1. Adopt a Green Economy Approach. This can...
Help shape a more inclusive, competitive and resilient economy with stronger food, water 
and energy security that will contribute to low-carbon development, job creation, environ-
mental sustainability and poverty reduction. 

The checklist towards maintaining natural capital:

Facilitate Myanmar’s stewardship of its natural capital.

Help Myanmar move away from unsustainable infrastructure as well as unsustainable 
consumption and production patterns which prevent the country from accumulating 
human, economic and environmental costs in the future. 

2. Value and account for the nature. This can...

Help preserve and enhance Myanmar’s natural wealth that underpins its economy and well-
being of its people.

Advance natural capital assessment and accounting approaches where results are integrated 
into development policy and planning.

Assist decision makers in understanding where the most important aspects of Myanmar’s 
natural capital are located  - a key piece of information in the national planning process. 

Help prioritize the protection or management of the ecological functions of the areas that 
provide multiple types of ecosystem services which will help to promote a green economy.

3. Invest in nature. This can...
Help boost natural infrastructure to increase Myanmar’s resilience and help protect and 
maintain forests, for example, to ensure a continuous flow of clean drinking water and 
mangroves so that coastal infrastructure and population centers are safe from storms/
flooding.

Help avoid harmful investments and encourage more sustainable investments, such as 
turning rubber, infrastructure and manufacturing into more sustainable sectors.

Sustain sectors such as tourism and provide opportunities for both foreign and national 
tourists to experience Myanmar’s nature.

Influencing impotant land use decisions in Myanmar

Infrastructure
Information on natural capital can improve the spatial planning around key infrastructure links 
such as the Dawei Road and secure the critical corridor that links the important transboundary 
landscape between Myanmar and Thailand.

Nature based tourism
Tourism makes an important contribution to Myanmar’s GDP (approximately 10%)5. It is in the 
national and local governments best interests to ensure that the natural wealth upon which 
this sector relies upon (forests, lakes coastlines etc) are kept in good condition and managed 
effectively. Useful natural capital data and information can help strengthen the tourism sector.
5. World Travel and Tourism Council (2017).
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7. Now and in the future: The take-home message

As the booklet has shown, nature is fundamental to the well-being of 
Myanmar’s people and its economy. 

The concept of natural capital allows decision makers to really understand 
the true value of nature so it can be properly considered in decision 
making. Its integration into such decisions will ensure its longevity and 
long term sustainability.

Myanmar still has time to choose a path that allows for both sustainable 
economic development as well as enhanced human well-being while 
preserving ecosystems and the critical services they provide.

By applying a green economy approach, whereby nature is properly valued, 
accounted for and sustainably invested into, Myanmar can become a role 
model for how to account for the economic value of natural capital in 
policymaking and development planning. 
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8. Useful resources

Reports
Natural connections: How natural capital supports Myanmar’s people and 
economy http://www.myanmarnaturalcapital.org/full-report.pdf

A Better Road to Dawei: Protecting Wildlife, Sustaining Nature, Benefiting People 
https://www.naturalcapitalproject.org/pubs/wwfmmr_betterroadtodawei.pdf 

System of Environmental Economic Accounting (SEEA) https://seea.un.org/sites/
seea.un.org/files/seea_cf_final_en.pdf

Websites
Natural capital

http://www.myanmarnaturalcapital.org/en

https://www.worldwildlife.org/pages/taking-stock-of-myanmar-s-natural-capital

SEEA

https://seea.un.org/content/seea-central-framework

InVEST (Integrated Valuation of Ecosystem Services and Trade-offs)

https://www.naturalcapitalproject.org/invest/

Brochure
A Green Economy in the Golden Land: Ensuring Economic, Social and 
Environmental Prosperity in Myanmar 
https://d2ouvy59p0dg6k.cloudfront.net/downloads/wwf_ge_myanmar_web.pdf
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Image credits

All images are ©WWF, with the exception of:

P6 (Asian elephant) by Matthew Pla on Unsplash

P8 (people in morning mist) by Anthony Tuil on Unsplash

P18/19 (people in ox-drawn cart) by Anthony Tuil on Unsplash

P20 (mangrove) from Wikimedia

P22 (coral reef) by Ishan @seefromthesky on Unsplash

P25 (tiger) by George Desipris from Pexels

P26 (tropical forest) by Spencer Watson on Unsplash

P27 (grassland) by Artur Roman from Pexels

P27 (artesanal mining) from Myanmar Today

P40 (temples at dawn) by Farzaan Kassam on Unsplash

P50 (two Burmese people) by Robert Collins on Unsplash 

Back cover (dolphins) by Talia Cohen on Unsplash
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